
OWLKILL ROD AND GUN CLUB FIRING RANGE SAFETY RULES – Rev. 1.0 

  
The Owlkill Rod and Gun Club takes firearms safety very seriously. We are fortunate to have 

Archery, Rifle, Pistol, and Skeet ranges. This document is meant to inform the members of the 

club of their safety responsibilities and that of their guests. Each range will be discussed 

separately and the members are required to review these rules and sign to confirm that they 

thoroughly understand them and will comply with them. Review and signature is required yearly 

and if there is any section that is not understood or is confusing, they must seek instruction or 

clarification from a club officer or range officer. Firing Range Safety Rules must be adhered to 

while on all firing Ranges & Club Property!  

  

The 5 Basic Safety Rules:  
  

1. Always treat ALL firearms as if they are loaded!  
2. Always keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction!  

3. Always keep your finger off the trigger & outside of the trigger guard until you're ready 

to fire!   

4. Always be sure of your target, your line of fire, and what is beyond your target!   

5. No mind-altering medications, alcohol, or drugs can be used prior to or during 

shooting, or at any time on the club property!  
  

Rifle Range:  
  
1. The firing line of the rifle range is inside the shooting shed.  
2. All actions must remain open until the target is to be engaged.  

3. All firearms must be UNLOADED, IN RACK and NOT HANDLED when someone is down-range.  

4. Eye and ear protection is required at all times.  

5. Whenever the range is in use, the red or orange range flag must be displayed on the outside 

of the shooting shed. When finished, return the flag inside.  

6. No mind-altering medications, alcohol, or drugs can be used prior to or during shooting.  

7. Before going down-range to install or maintain targets ensure the firing line is safe. Check to 

see if there are shooters on the skeet field and archery and pistol ranges and make them 

aware you are going down-range, to prevent encountering shot fall or ricochet. Scheduled 

Skeet takes priority.  

8. When shooting the 200 yd. target, rifles must be first sighted in at 100yds. Only stations 1 and 

2 (farthest from range shack door) may be used to shoot this target.   

9. Never discharge a firearm in an elevated attitude.  

10. Shooters under the age of 15 must be supervised by an adult [21 yrs.]. Shooters under 12 yrs.  

        of age will be supervised by a parent, legal guardian or certified shooting instructor.  

11. 50 CAL BMG rounds are prohibited on all ranges.  

12. Automatic or rapid fire is prohibited - aimed fire only.  

13. Glass or exploding targets are prohibited.  

14. All targets will be removed and brass will be policed up before leaving the range.  

15. Cease-fire can and will be called by anyone if an unsafe situation is observed.   All will adhere 

to any cease-fire calls, and will echo the call to others on the range.  

16. All unsafe activities must be reported to a range or club officer.  

  

 Pistol Range:  

 IMPORTANT:   All handgun shooters must have a valid New York State Pistol Permit.   The only exception are 

those who are undergoing mandatory safety training as part of the permit application process.  

  

1. Actions must be open and magazines removed until the shooter is on the firing line and the 

target is to be engaged.  

2. All pistols must be UNLOADED and NOT HANDLED when someone is down-range.  

3. Eye and ear protection is required at all times. 



4. During use of the pistol shed, all doors and shutters will be open, with red or orange range 

flag out on both ends. When finished, return the flags inside.  

5. No mind-altering medications, alcohol, or drugs can be used prior to or during shooting.  

6. Before going down-range to install or maintain targets ensure the firing line is safe. Check to 

see if there are shooters on the skeet, archery and rifle ranges. Make them aware you are 

going down-range, to prevent encountering shot fall or ricochet. Scheduled Skeet takes 

priority.  

7. Never discharge a firearm in an elevated attitude.  

8. Do not leave your handgun unattended while you are down-range. Your handgun must be in a  

safe condition (i.e. action open) and be in your possession at all times (N.Y. State Law)  

9. No necked center fire rifle cartridges are allowed to be discharged on the pistol range, only 

standard pistol calibers.  

10. Cease-fire can and will be called by anyone if an unsafe situation is observed.  

11. All unsafe activities must be reported to a range or club officer.   

12. All targets must be removed and brass policed up before leaving the range.  

  

 Skeet Range:  
  
1. Actions must be open or hinged guns broken at all times, except when the shooter is on the 

station and the range is clear.  
2. A maximum of two shells will be loaded at any time.  

3. Spectators and other shooters must stand well behind the shooter.  

4. Eye and ear protection is required at all times.  

5. No mind-altering medications, alcohol, or drugs can be used prior to or during shooting.  

6. After shooting each station, the shooter must remove the spent cartridges from the gun 

before leaving the station. Hinged guns will be broken and pump guns and autoloaders must 

have the action open.  

7. At no time will a gun be taken off station with the muzzle pointed in an unsafe direction.  

8. Cease-fire can and will be called by anyone if an unsafe situation is observed.  

9. All unsafe incidents must be reported to a range or club officer.  

10. Special care must be taken to ensure that no one is in the shot fall zone at the archery, rifle 

and pistol range(s).  

11. Spent casings must be policed up at the end of each round. On station 7, do not walk in front 

of the trap house. Go around the back of the house to access and collect spent shells.  

12. Shot size of 71/2, 8, 9, ONLY  

  

 Archery Range:  
  
1. No broad heads are allowed on any archery range.  
2. Traverse the range in a clockwise direction, progressing from one station to the next.  

3. Be aware of other archers.  Remain a safe distance behind the group in front of you.   

4. When “stump shooting” use either a blunt or Judo type point.  

5. When approaching the start of the course, be aware of skeet shooters on stations 1 through 3 

and possible shot fall.  

6. No mind-altering medications, alcohol, or drugs can be used prior to or during shooting.  

7. Report any unsafe activities to a range or club officer.  
  
I have read and will comply with all firearm safety regulations of the Owlkill Rod and Gun Club, if I 
am unsure or confused about any of these regulations I will seek clarification from a club or range 
officer.  I understand that I am responsible for instructing my family and guests on these policies 
and assume full responsibility for their actions on the range.  
  

Signed___________________________________________________  Date ___________________  

  

(Print Name)_______________________________________________________________________  

  

Received by  ______________________________________________________________________   

Rev. 1.0 


